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T has been a great Contrc sert ; 

Whether the lesof Vertye, 104 TE 
our Obligations to practiſe them, 

(+ {1 þ a and Immutable in 

themſelves, antecedent to our N 

al the Being of a Ooty. or, Whether they de- 


fend on his Will and d Wein ment, 


© x% 


1 . Ya 3 
1 3 and 1 nary « 


| moſt if Comprebenſove 5 of all Figures, and a a nigh 


Aagle is larger ban un dents. . i As of et 
Note, By eternal Truths we can mean no ing © 
more than this; That in whatſoever Mo- Will 


ſe 


ment; of the Eteynity, paſt or to come, 


Ideal Druths were or ſhall be propoſed to wou! 
an intelligent Being, they muſt be aſſented WI tions 
to, and acknowledged 4 be true: But any Wl the | 
weak Es ternal Exiſtence of them, cannot be WI them 
de without 4 God, in whoſe” Mid Vern 

5 they could exiſt. :. our 
Nr when we call * Unchangeatl; ſuch 
onreMiegning is this, That we cannot con- the 
ceive it pöfſible, that i any Circumftances, ot WI that 


Situation Let Things, or even the Willof : 
God, hould ever alter the Nature of theſe 
Truths, * or make them ceaſe to be true: 

But the Caſe is not uiteſſo evident f0 u, 
and fo indiſputable with regard to Moral ot 
Practical Subjects, however theſe» map be 
Ape to be as certain in themſelves, It 

may admit of a Doubt, whether All tbe 
Rules of Vertue, and more eſpetially y, whe 
ther the Obligations of Mankind to Ptagil 
them, are eternal and unchangeable- l 
that even before the Suppoſition of the 
Exiſtence of a God, or without an 23 
to ſuch a fopteme'Govertior. 1 1 
5 . 


% 


| recall "Py by: Age. 3 

Te muſt be granted, that there are Perſons - 
of known Learning am Piety who have 
ehoſen this Side of * Queſtion: And yet 
it muſt be acknowledged too, \thatrit;grates 
little upon ſome religious. Minds, to hear 
of eternal and unchangeable Obligations ly- 
ing on Men, which are independent ion the 
Will or Appointment of God; or eyen * 
on a Suppoſition'' there were no God. 
would nod chuſe to ſee ſuch Sort of Suppoſi: 
tions introduced, if it be poſſible to ſecure 
the Rules and Praftice: of Vertue without 
them. I think that theſe eternal Rules, of 
Vertue, whatſoever they be; and eſpeciallx 
our Obligations to practiſe them, ſtand in 
ſuch a cloſe Connection with the Being and 
the Will of God; as Governor of the World, 
that if one could help it, they ſhould not b 
even divided and ſeparated in Thought. 

Bur fine theſe: Sort of Suppoſitions dre 
and will be made, I beg Leave to examine, 
ꝛccording to the beſt Rules of my Rea ſon, 
how far this Doctrine of eternal aud un- 
clangeable Obligations to practiſe Vertue may 
de ſopported; and I . it in 
theſe following rrp nn 2) pada 
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dad 2 Asien, and in Diving - aln 


| xl wann 0 een 0 ee Manas; +) 
; rrante 2 an — Fitneſs 
| neſt of Things in Nature, (or, 
night ſo exprefs it, in our Ideas of the 
World,) which do not depend 
Will ppointment of God; and theſe 
are perfectly Unchangeable. A Glaube it nt 
re to fill up the Space of a hollow Cube z nr 
is A T riangle it to fill ao the Areas 
r wits; nne 3,9 
— "Note; 'By che eternal Fitnef fr .of of » Things, 
| we'muſt underſtand the ſame as before. | 
ſaid concerning — Truths, viz. Tbat 
in themſelves they are mere abſtracted Ideas, 
and ean have no. real, eternal 'Exiſteidoatder 
if'the*Mind of God. ch 1 n dps 
Wet it be obſerved alſo, That ia ue 
1 Fiblsof things does not require che pQual 
Exiſtence of theſe, Things from Erernity:; 
If the mere Ideas of theſe Things have 
neceſſary Connection together, they way be 
called eternal Fitneſſes, in the Senſe I have 
explain'd. I think there can remain no 
reaſonable Doubt or Conteſt upon this Mat- 
ter. The Suppoſition of a God, or no God, 
ſeems to make no Alteration | in theſe ab- 


firated n_ 


1 4 


$5 


P/ / I OO IEEE == 
1 wo 


IRE gt IS In 4 = 
_— Os Wo 1. 29 „ IR I, 
"Wb 3& > ap i 770, 2-0 
boy * oy LORE 8 Z 2 
he . * 2 


— 


"pr 
WY 


. 
ww 


SESSSSS 


3 


odd 
LY 
_ 


| 


2 


9 


* 


e 


ab 


3 Fr 8 


—— 


or Unfitneſ in the Aon of ante raciogal 
and ſenſible Beine 323 


Note, Tho we are here l peak ing chiefly 


of Mankind, yer I call every rational Being 


/nfible, whether it be united t Fleſh: r 
Blood or no; becauſe it is conſeious and 
perceptive of Tian or Fain, Happineſs 
or Miſery. Ettal I . A lein 883 2200 
I ſay therefore, it is fi that every ratio- 
mal Being ſhould preſet ve it ſelf, at leaſt ſo 
far as it may be made happy and it 1 is un · 
ft it ſhould deſtroy, ic ſelf, or permit its own 
Deſtruction. It is be a rational Being 
ſeek, its own general, ultimate. or 
Happineſi ; and. it is unfit that ſuch a Bo- 
ing ſhould — its on Miſery, or r=, 
mit ir, if he can avoid it. Nature, „ l 
love, and Reaſon, ſeem to dictate os: ſame 
Thing, This Self- preſervation and Selk. 
felicitation, are inwrought in our manned 
Conſtitution z and our rational Powers con- 
firm it. Their may be called fng/e: or 


perſonal Duties of Nature, or natural 03. | 


ligations, eons: N arr. ae. as I 
ble and ne 1] 
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Contracts, 


Sberal errut. 33 11WO l Jt 
All theſe ſeem de be Roles — 1 


K. 


une another ealy und — and 
tach others 4% und Peace; and 


Neighbours” uneaſy er unhap 
they end deſtroy them. It is 
fore that ſocial Beings ſhould 


>Ge rhiere- 
keep their 


them, ould! not rob br Real one ago. 
ther's Property and that they ſhould love 
ch other; and do good, ant Se grateful w 
leir Baneffcors”* Thie is properiy cilbo 


che very Nature of Things; that id, f 
poſing g ſuch rational, and Enſble, and 
cial Beings to exiſt; they are directe 
eternal Real of Fhinge, to Cave ok 
Juſtice! and Goodneſs towards each other 
Theſe Rules ſeem 'to''Tarry an"Opligune 
wich them by the Light of Reaſon, e 

Note, By the Word Obligation, in thit 
Place, we cannot . — — 
fuafrve Influence from the Willj»or Law, or 
Ny of a Superior: ſince we arc 


ga g a Arty e 2171 Au! 


muſt inglult 


Rxpreſions e en dae ee 
Limitation but the Reaſon — bf Things gia 
lain Limitation to them, via Whin Men have 0 fw. 


» Theſe 


feited their Life, or their Eaſe, by criminal" As- they in 
1 be , wall by their Fellow: beings, 


* ſpeaking 


og'P 444 


"There" ſeems ala ue, Ng . 
 Unfitheſs of Things in the ,, Life! It b 
fic that rational, ſocial 28 ſhould >—m 


* 
unfit that any of them —— theit 
„ Or that 


ſhould do Juſtios to all arbind 


— vs by Rain. 


peaking "of he eternal Fitneſt of theſe 
Things, wichout un Conſideration” of: the | 


reaſonable Fitneſs of our doing er net doing 


this is the Dictate ——ů— Powers 5 

If there be a God, an univ 
and ſupreme Lord of all; chere ate eternal 
Truths and Fitneſſes Which relate to him 
felt, vis. That he muſt al ways act accord- 
ing to the Perfectiens of his Nature, a8 4 
fingle, ſelf· exiſtent and ſupreme Being 
That he is not always bound by the fame 
Rules which bind ſocial Beings or Fellow 
Creatures; for he is not bound to do all 
the Good be can, or to hinder all che Evil 
be aan. Tah In; 1. 2 9 nn 

Again; That God cannot alienate his own 
Right to any Thing, or give it irrevocably 
0 a Creature: but by his own xpreſs Pro- 
miſe; and therefore his Gifts; without an 
abſolute Promiſe, are but Loahe, -reſumable 
it Pleaſure! That he cannot originally 
make a Creature ſinful or miſerable, That 
he has a Right to the Obedience of his 
Creatures,” That he cannot command his 
Creatures to do any Thing unfit to be done. 
Tbat he wilt be juſt and true to all his 
Creatures ; and that he will nor finally deal 
like with the Righteous and the Wicked. 


ous, Ge. I 


fal- Maker 


4. 


being of a God: '!Obligation,' in this Place | 
therefore, san meam nothitig but the mers 


ech or ſuch*a Thing zn Ibclaf Mis; orthac 


There is therefore a Reward. for the Righte- 


8 ' - Self-Love and Nürme, 
I mention all theſe here, chough a d vate 
not all ry to my pre ſent Subject! yet 
it is good to keep them much in our ew, 
in order to juſtify God TOI arts of hit 
divine Condu t... 2 5 
No if there actually 
eternal T ruths or Fit 
ſome Senſe, to lay an Gian, on Gol, 10 
act according to them, 1. e. his; Perfect 
are ſuch — he will govern and regulate 
his own Actions conſtantly and unchange 
ably by theſe eternal F icnefles or Unfit 
of Things: For ſince he is Self- ſufficient 
for his own Preſervation and Happineſs; 
and ſinoe none of theſe eternal Fitneſſes or 
Unfitneſſes can poſſibly ſtand, in Oppoſition 
to his own eternal Being or Bleſſedneſs nor 
can they bring any Inconvenience on him; 
he can have no poſſible: Motive, or Renſon, 
or Obligation to — contrary to this Fitneſ 
or Unfitneſs of Things; and the Rea 
of his own Nature ſeems unchangeab 
req 1 2 ſuch a Condug,. 
| if, this-be granted, then cham 2 a 
ſufficienu, Foundation laid for the Proof of 
all God's moral Attributes by our Ideas of 
his natural Perfections, and our Ideas of the 
eternal Rules of Juſtice, Veracity and Good - 
neſs; and there is ſufficient Ae * 
he will act eee to them. . 
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e we —.— whet A. 
no, the Caſe is not the —.— =. e 
e of theſe Rules of 
Reaſon, or, ag leaſt, the, Obligations 0 Bras . ; 
ie them, may, ase © 
: | other. hie 3 MA Þ-a06: maven 
As. ee in bat we have called 
fagle.or perſonal Duties: Do we not all 


igree, that a Man, is. obliged; to  preſeryeghis = 
calelf happy 


own Life, and alſo to make hi 
by uch a ſteddy Diaue of his on Nature, 
s ſeems eſſential or eternal ? Ie, not this 
piece of Self, love inwrougbt — his very 
Conſtitution and Framę of Nature? And do 
not his reaſoning, Powers confirm it? But 
5 ino lies in extreme Anguiſh of Gout 

or Stone, or broken Limbs; and he. ſeems 

u be encouraged, . and even eee by. 
10 reaſoning, Powers, to try to diveſt him- 
ſelf of all Life, and ↄf all poſſible Happi- 
neſs ogeth: er ; for he judges it hetter not to 
be; than to be Miſerable, In this Caſe 
delf-murder, or the Deſtruction of his Being, 
would be a Hides; of Ronſon for, Tool | 


Fl a FO of Self-felicitation, 4 t ſt 
directly contrary to Self-preſervation,” 
Again, in another Caſe of fingle or 
nal Duties. Pbileden is a — of 
good Reaſon and Learning, but of ſuch 
= and importunate Paſſions and Aj 
Lites, that every Degree of Reſtraint isa 
Kble Pain to him. He ſat down in a very 
cCulm and compoſed Hour to judge wböcher 
be ſhould purſue Pleaſure or Vertut. His 
Reaſon told him much of the eternal Pit. 
neſs of Things, and what a noble Vife. 
ry it would be to deny his ay rey and 
govern his Paſſions ; — that he was obli- 
5 by the Fitneſs of Things, to'follow the 
3 of ſtrict Vertue conſtantly. But, on 
the other Hand, Self. love and Nature, Wich 
their ſtrong Senſibilities re preſented to him 
the conſtant and intenſe Toit: the une: 
Fatigue and Pain of contradicting the Di 
ctates of his Nature and his A ft 
Pleaſure z- and that he never won e one 


ceny day in the Courſe of ſtrict Vertue 55 


His Reaſon balanced theſe Things toge⸗ 
ther, and finally reſolved; that both hib wn 
rations! Powers, and the Fitneſs of Things 
required that Philedon ſhould p 
higheſt Happineſs, and that was to indulge 
his ſenſual Inclinations in the higheſt De- 
gree; for this was the ultimate Happin!) 
he could expect: And as ſoon as he fout 
Rn or Pains, or Poverty come 8 


reconciled ouly by: Religion. 11 
him, he might finiſh them all at once by a 
Dagger, or by Opium, and thus enter into 
eternal Eaſe and Indolence. Now in this 
Caſe all his Obligations to perſonal Vertue, 
8; well as to Self- preſervation, ſeem to be 
out rea ſon d and overcome by the Dictates 
of Self- folisieation- n nt ot lg; 

And there are yet plainer Inſtances of ſuch 
Contradictions between fingle and ſocial Du- 
ties, vi. Famelico, a ſtrong Man, lies ſtar- 
wing; and he ſees his weaker and hungry 
Neighbour with one only Piece of Bread in 
his Hand; Reaſon dictates that the ſtrong 
Man ſhould not rob his Neighbour of his 
Property, eſpecially where this Property is 
his very Life: And yet Reaſon, Self- love 


and Nature, join to dictate that Famelico 
ſhould ſave his own Life, and procure his. 
own Eaſe from the Pain of Hunger; which 
be can do no otherwiſe but by taking away 
the Bread, and perhaps Life from his 
Neighbour. : nb 
Again, Naufragus is juſt drowning ; but 
he ſees his Neighbour ſupported by a little 
Plank, which is juſt big enough to ſave one 
Man's Life; Reaſon and Vercue diate that, 
though he be ſtronger, he ſhould not drown. 
bis Neighbour, by taking away the Plank: 
Yet his Reaſon and Nature ſeem to diate 
allo, that Naufragus ſhould fave himſelf, 
though it be by taking the Plank away from 
tis weaker Neighbour, and leave him to be 
down d. Ca _ 
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12 Self. a and: Fe FEES 
Vet again, (Reaſon: dictates that . 
ſhould pay what he has borrom dy and that 
at the promiſed time; and yet, perhaps, 
2 Payment takes away all his Subſiſtendte, 

and expoſes him to extreme Hunget und 
Death; and then both Reaſon and Nature 
at the ſame Time dictate, that Ivut mould 
ſave himſelf from Death, or ſecure! himſelf 
 frotn pinching Hunger, whateverhis 0 0 
bouf loſes or ſuffers. In eien 5 | 
Or ſuppoſe, in a common Ship works 


_ drowning Man fees another near him, Who 


has three or four ſuch Planks as would each 
of them ſave a Life: Reaſon dictates he ſhould 
preſer ve his Life, tho it be by plundering his 
Neighbour of one of them, if that Neig 
refuſe to lend or give it him: And yet Rea- 
ſon ſeems to dictate tuo, that bb ſhould not 
take away his Neighbour's Property by 
Force. The ſame may be ſaid concerning 
Loa ves of Bread, and a Man ha in ſtar- 
ving. 

Many fuck crofling Incideineds thels may 
be ſuppoſed to happen; and, in ſome of 
them, tis not. only very hard to determine 
which of theſe Dictates ſhould be obeyd; 
but it ſeems to me that theſe Rules of Nea- 


ſon may ſometimes claſh ſo much: witheach 


other, that they cannot be reconciled.” 
Here, indeed; an Objeffor may ſtart up 


and ſay, What ; Is this a poſſible Thing 


that Reaſon ſhould contradict * Are 
| "1-4 E 5 e 


Princ 
abſur 


* 
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eeconciladuniy iy Religion. 3 


are we placed in ſuch a Fagan iy Sg 

by Nature, that our ſupreme Powers of 
Sg and Action wil 
elves, or that the Fitneſs af ne ſhould 


Iaꝝſwer ; Yes; if we come into Being by; 
(lance, or by. Fate, without à God, them 


ſituated in ſuch a ſelf. repugnant State and, 
\who can diſproye it, or who can help it? 


surely it can be no Wonder if fa ablurd. E 
principle as Fate or Chance ſho produce 
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JuT let us wait 2 enquire a Ale 
how theſe Difficulties may be com- 
promiſed by the Suppoſition of the Being of 
God, and whether they can be compro- 
miſed without the Suppoſition of it. 
If there be a God, an Almighty Ma- 
ler and Ruler of Man, that God, by his 


Will and hs requires and. .obli- 


ne of ſuch an abſurd - Compoſition," = a 


contradict them- 
and on both ſides ? 213 71 iin 27 1 g 4 2 2 5 


ve may be ſuch an abſurd; Mixture, and 


ay 7. 
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5 Mn in his en Governr 


the World, to the fame Rules of gl; 


Duty, and of fecigl Vertue, which are di- 
ſs or Unficneſs of Thin 


Qated by the Fit 
This Will of God, made known to Men ü 
his Law whether it be natural and written 
in the Heart, or revealed and written in a 
Bock. Thus Man is obliged by his Duty to 

SGod, his Maker, as well as to himſelf, to ſe- 
cure his own Being and Happineſs; and be 
is obliged by Duty to God as well as to his 
5 to oed pee er ye Verte. 


2 W the Word Obligation e au- 
thoritative or ſuaſive Influence from dps Will, Commend or 
Authority of a Su : But if you enquire, Why are we 
obliged by the Wi or Command' of a Superior? The fun- 
damental and —— Reaſon is ſtill, Becauſe the Fitneſs of 
Things dictates it, that we ſhould obey 2 rightful Su 
So that the ultimate Ground of all Obligation is the 
DiRate of Reaſon concerning the Fitneſs of Thin 

It muſt be confeſt, there have been ſome in Serip- 
ture wherein God ems to have commanded Men to 20, in 

— contrary to theſe eternal Fitneſſes, c. in Point 
ö ial Vertue : As Av in the Caſe of Abraham's offering up hi 
Son, and the 1/raclites deſtroying the Canaanites, __ 

But. we diſtinguiſh, between theſe two Things, vis. 
There is God's common Providence, or his general and ordinary 
Rules of Government, which he has made known! ta the 
Reaſon of Man, whereby Man conſider'd as a ſociable” Ces. apreeab! 
ture, is obliged to practiſe all ſocial Vertues in hi own Trand- Rights 
actions with his'Fellow-creatures : And there is God's|ſpecia/ elloy 
Providence, or his extraordinary Orders or Commands, which But tl 
he may make known by ſome powerful Rewelation to Men or en then 
Angels, merely conſider'd as his Inſtruments to maintain h Point o. 
own divine Rights,' and to reſume what he has given to 2 Diſpute, 
of his Creatures, whether it be Life or Property, and which Ithrow 
he - Fu * by Lightaing or Peſtilence, 


OW, 


fun- 


by E8 LEES Fe =. 


„ 7 
/ * 


rant . by Religion. N 5 
Now if perſonal © Dutits, even thus con- 


ſrm'd, ſhould chance to claſh with one ano- 


tber, or with any of the ſocial Vertu, How 
hall they be reconciled? I anſwer ; By Ne- 
lion, by which Name I here mean à due 
Regard to God as a Commander of Vertoe, 


and a Rewarder of it. 


I ſhall make this appear Fett in tbe Caſe 
of our fingle or perſonal Duties, If there be 
1 God, he has made us to live for his Uſe 
and Service; and we ought not to oppoſe 


dis Will, and deſtroy our ſelves. He Ship . 


hath made us, hath a Right to appoint our 
dituation in what State he pleaſes; and while 


he confines our Beings to this World of 


Fleſh and Blood, though it be with Pain 


ad Anguiſh ; yet it is not fit that Merino 


ſhould anne ane by deſtroying his ani- 


Now, A lo ahe 8 Rules of God's Gee 
ment, made known to Man by Reaſon Yon, every Man is bound 
to practiſe ſtrict ſocial at to his Neig : This is 
greeable to the Fitneſs of Things. But a g to the 
extrarrdinary Orders made known by pure Revelation Man 
may be required, as Abraham and 8 Iſraelites were in thele 
Inſtances, to become the Inſtruments of God in maintaining 
in own divine Rights, and reſumin his Gifts from Men. 
This will go a great way to juſtify thoſe Actions, as being ſtill 
22 to the eternal Fitneſs of Things, eſpecially if the 
Tights of a God are conſidered as ſuperior to the Rights of 

a Fellow-creature. - 

But theſe Difficulties 1 had other particular Solutions gi- 
ren them: And fince they are not neceſlary to the preſent 
Point of Debate, I would not bring them in here into this 
Diſpate, to embaraſs the preſent A with — tho 
| throw this Hint into che Margin. 


mal 
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Will; But he ſhould. truſt in char God) Tho | 
can find ways of Relief which we thing in C 
_ poſſible ; or ho can and will reward uyin; . 
future State and Life, with ſupreme Fel "tha 
City. for what we endure with Patience, i of 
this Life, by the mere Motive of gu doe 
Thus our Reaſon, upon the Balance doc 
the moſt miſerable Circumſtances, 75 of! 
premely dictate to us, that it is our Day, Wl .. 
and our higheſt Intereſt, to preſerve © of G 
Lives, and to bear this preſent; Life n and 
Pain, till Almighty God relieve us. by _ a wh 
ing; or releaſe, us to a State of ultimate Fo BY mad 
licity by Death. And thus. the Obligagions we | 
to Self: preſeryation and Se lf-felicirarionar any ; 
united or reconciled, / n buoy: Peeſe 
In like Manner Philedon i under Plain Man 
Obligations to God and to himſelf, to te- hol 
ſtrain his Appetites and Paſſions, by they Wi be in 
never. ſo ſtrong, within the Bougds: "4nd cial \ 
Rules of Vertue; for this is the "Will. God 
Law of God, who made him, and has 4 Bi by ey 
Right to govern him: And, be his Lale rt: Vegi. 
ores n never ſo far, yet enstand Self- denial, wheri 
d ftri& 'Vercue, is his Duty all the Way d KEY 
for he may expect divine Rewards and 
gene or ultimate Felicity in ſome Woll Ni 
tes the; Conneklion between human Vers gn dns 1% 2h 
Reward, manifeſted and oanürmed. Sec. VI. ch, n 
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Wo 4p he has 
5 Hs of cial Ver- Z 
to the Detriment of 


: | anger. 9's a 
whole Society. 8 W. Ml et 5 
beinjured by any Man's wilful Neglect of 
on LYSIS, Ter ere fore the Will or Law of 
od requ 88, that deial Vertue be practiſed 
Y every Man; and that oftentimes with the 
egleck of any ſingle Man' Nee, 
where they are inconſiſtent . Now an Obe- 
dience to this WA of 80 is , And 
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vet; much enn that the lea Ineereft — 
to the greateſt Intereſt of a fingle Pe 
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| 35 pete ad. + et this God, wl 
"3 Govertibe of the U 
© 1 8 
C lf; ede, ; or Self-Yeljeir 


Der 
bin! 11 0 15 
r Tarts or Directio 55 parricy] 
85 even the Lis cht ON ut 


6 Bot ee is righteourmdl 


e Preſent 25 ial, 55 reed in mere 

Aence ro his Will, w We; fe 
H puniſh or K c afte 
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i: And thus ol 25 Life, a 


Ht 

Tru in the divine Recompence is ligt 

Tpi oy = 
ſtronger the His N eighbour,”' 
order to keep the Rule of 
Vertue; for hereby be not only 5905 his 
'- Suppoſition of a God, the Intereſt' of Societies," kemi pur 

| 7 -fingle, poſſible Caſe, may ſometimes afford 


5 "ge Preſent Life or 1 23 55 5 
| And upon this View 
or a dro\ ing Man, #4 he be never, 1 bn 
"den 
bimielf of ſome Pen 0 Advyaritage d 
"fort, or may 9 9 ect to ſecure Life 35 
©, obey his Maker therein, Reafe 
"diate to him this Self-denial 
Maker's Will, but he purſues Bis o beſt 
Intereſt, and his higheſt Happineſs, even 
is of ſuperi — 
. 2 r 15 
_ * "qulties, though this general Rule ſand m 
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l ads by: Fave 19 _= 
the Favour of his Maker, and the R 4 BY 
of his Vertue, from the Ri ghteous: Gover 
ror of the World: And hob may look upan 
Unſelf as moſt. powerfully obll ged to pra- 
dle ſuch ſocial "San — Self-denial | das 
the- Will and Authority of that God h — 
— reward him. Mo 
And thus the ſtrict Rule of ſocial. Vertue, A, 
vile on the Reaſon and Fitneſs. of Things, 
yill not claſh with the other Rule of; Rea- 
ſon, which i is alſo. built on the Fitneſs. of 
Things, viz. That a rational and ſenſible 
Ring ſhould ſtill purſue, Self- preſervation 
ind Self felicitation. The very Suppoſitian 
of a righteous God, who commands ſtr — 
Vertue, and will reward & in a future St 
ales away the ſeeming Contradiction thac . | 
otherwiſe might lie between theſe two Rules 
of Reaſon, and reconciles them. Tis the 
Glory of Religian to recongile theſe Co n- 
marieties. 
Now let ys furyey the © appoſire Cul... 
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2 ConeradiBlie ons | irremcilabs 
without an exiftent God. 


U Suppoſitian char Men ſpring up. 
into Being by Fate or Chance, and 
bac there is no almighty Creator, or r ights-, 
ms OI: or Rewarder ;. then Reaſ 
D 2 would 
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bat SO e vs cdp er WMtionf url 
a5 bl ſopteme Obligaeieh, and Sof Prim 
Role of Fa ee 6 my 


Remonſtrances of i'fngle or 
ſince there is no Hope of _ — Yom: 


penſation in any future State ftp 


8 Acts of Self-denial : : And thus the 


Obt* 'gation would be turned on the fide of 
preſerving our prefent Life, or at ſeaſt our 
Eaſe br Hagppveft „ Nature and Inobina- 
tion, and Self-Love, would ſo determine it; 
and they appear allo to have Rea fon, and the 
Fitneſs of Things on their fide.” 8.80 
#Thence it will appear, as to the racer 
of Angle ot perſona Verrue, That Pbiliun 


N has not ſufficient Oblig ation to tie himſelf | 
to the Rules of it: aner bi violent A 


rites to Senſuality, ' if there be no God: 
Selk. felleltation would diret᷑t and lead im 
to all Manner of Indulgence of Pleaſure; 
and to finifh his ohn Life and Being when 
his Pleaſures ended. His Reaſon would tell 
him, That this was the fitteſt Thing he could 
Th and I might prove it Machematicalh 
8 8 
oppoſe. Philedon ſpent his Life aedoriling 


to — Rules of Vertue, with much Fatigue, 
and Watchfulneſs and Self- denial, he might 


die" quickly, and then his Being, and all 

of Felicity are ſoon at an End, and 
that for ever. Or if he dragged on Lifetbut 
rener to old Age, Rill, ar his aa 


reconcilea Tale 2 ae 3 8 
and Hope of Happineſs are ever 
| 155 —— good hath his Vęrtue done 


ſue Pleaſure with daily Appetite and R 
ud die in à few. Years time, he hath a much 
larger Quan 
ora-long Life of ſtrict Vertue, and conſtant 
laborious Self. denial could give a Man of 
his Temper: And after Death his Felicity 


Man, i. e. Non-exiſtence,. or eternal Uncon- 
ſciouſneſs and Indolence: So that if there 
be no God, then, upon the, ſtricteſt Rea- 
ſoning from the Fitneſs of Things, Philedan 
would be obliged, 4 ahe 2 of Na- 
ture, to make f happy in his Pu. 
Wa t 
3 wilt follow allo, That — ſuch, _ 
heiſtical State in the fociet Life, the Fits. 
1:/i of paying Debts, — Contracts, 
of giving to every one their Due, and the, 
Unfitneſs of robbing or murdering our 
Neighbour, and of plundering, or of ſtealing 
Piece of Bread by a ſtarving Man, or a: 


ſhort, all : fſocial-Fertues among Mankind, 
will be overpowet d. and ſuperſeded i in Rea- 
lon by this ſuperior Fitneſs; that is, the 


Reaſon it ſelf diftates this to Mankind, ſince 
there is no ſuperior Authority or Law to 
oblige them to praiſe theſe ſocial Vertues, 


und none can reward this ſelf-denying Ver- 


im? But, on ti ber Wand, 7 be pore | 
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tity of Happineſs than a ſhore. 


would be equal tp that of the moſt vertuous 


Plank of Safety by a drowning Man; in 


Rule of Self. -reſervarion or Self felicitation. 


we after Death, Per- 
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_ "Pethipe de will bend) Tue det chew „ 
be be G80 ; yet, in fooieÞ Life; the Goof. tY 5 
the he ee whole Soc bevy rr must be. Wn 
preferred to the Good of fi 3 i 

tat oh is' Rule of Reaſon, —_—_— N 
gulate the Conduct even of a d 'P 
5 Perſon ; otherwiſe there = IL 
Door open'd for all Manner of Plunder und fi 
Murder amongſt Men, and Vertue Will h, N 6 
Guard or — Tr * oh ni 
$ - t ſafely grant all this terrible re 
ac ele That Murders and Robberies be 

hey be allow'd; and Vertue will have no th 
Guard : This ie, and will be the ſad Conſe · tre 
quence, if chere be no God: But I+woyld WM by 
give ſome more particular Anſwers 0; 311 Wwe 
In the firff Place then, though _— = Re 
Suppoſition of an almighty- Creator!” hof dei 
the common Father df all his Creatures, he: thi 
Good of à hundred or a thoùſand of theſe BW thi 
Oreatures, is to be preferred to the Goodof MW out 
one, ahd it is his Will that it ſhould be ſo WM in 
ferred; yet if Men comt into the Word BW wh 
Fee or by neceſſary Fate, and had nõ We 
lation to a God, nor any Hope of hereafter, wot 
every Man both would and ought to ſeek his oon 
own Life and ultimate Felicity, -(though B 


Hundreds or Thouſatids:periſh'd.  'Se/f:iand 
Nature, in euch ſingle: Many have much 
ſtronger, and more pungent Senfibiliry of 
their own Happineſt or Miſery, than they 
can have of the Miſery or Happineſs of ten 


hovſand' others: And I think Neaſon 
ET TORY 2 Would 


e Pen Jad 
wick 40 mor 


a "to ſuch 
od Rs 5 { 
ſingle fe 05 e e Se 
fit ves' A 8 
E — — 
not becauſe — 800 fel has u¹j 1 4 


| reign Right to this Self- dehial:oÞtouryy 4 
becauſe we dur ſel ves may after wards 
the Help of this Sockdty? Aud — 
tradlict o ton deſt Int re! Felicir 
by our Practice of R or rose ik 
we ſet tlie Sweety ag Ua us Aud therefere 
Neaſon, per © might diQtate ſuch Stif- 
denial to ud inoſt of the 'commion/Cifes 
- that would happen it hüman Life even if 
there were no God, I y therefore; where 
our Lives or out vitimace Hdppineſs are not 
in Danger, the Good of the Society, of 
which we gur [elves are « Part, and in hoſe 
Welfare 8 our Share of Felicity, 
would oblige us by Reaſon to obſerve the 
common Rules'bffocial Vertumtmrt 
But in 282 relate to Life "ey ule 
timate Fai? if there be no God to te- 
qvire of me ahy ſelfldenying Vertue here, 
nor to reward me hereafter, the ſupetior 
Rule of — and Reaſon is to ſave my 
felf, and make 1 ſelf happy, thougli ten 
Thouſand of my Mewes sure ſu 10 


e og Yo 
"Jaw ring Momngpty,. 272 1 Taye lan 


two different, 
. other, the ſtrongeſt. Obi. 
obey d, and the other, c 
- are — Differences berween, V 

Vice, and dry-abſtraQed Reaſon may requin 
and ſeem ..to, oblige a uh to the Practice of 
Voertue] yet ſince Reaſon and Nature, with 
its piercing Senſibilities, a, join to dictate Self- 
ö I or Self-felleltation, Are, we not 
; firſt obliged to obey theſe DiRares ? Is cot 
this Obligation ſtrongeſt? And ſhould jo 
Nature and Reaſon, N join d tog 
break through, or rather ſurmount and % 
. perſede all LY abſtracted. moral 121 


and Differences of Vice and Vertue, ig H- 
vour of each Man's own ſenſible Happine 
And then J think the leaſt Wine 
a can make i is, That Man's Obligation to cheſe 
n Vertues, s eſpecially in k . of 


. 5 age 25 
E ae Su been 
u, c 

of an exiſtent God. n 15 
But if thiers. ben God wbb 1 
world, whoſe Wil and Authorit — 
the Practice of Vertu, and who will beftow 
upon thoſe. who practiſe ir, an ultimate Fe- 
licity, then the Practice of ſocial Vertue is 
ſecur d by the ſtrongeſt Obligations: And 
thus the — Obligation, which ariſes from 


1 the Reafon of Things, and the iu or re. 


ligions Obligation, which ariſes from rhe 
Will of God, —— wich the v rural Ob- 
ligation, which ſprings from the Purſuit uf 
our own Happineſs, ate all united to ſecure 
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The chie Difficulty of this Scheme of 
a Bir 


A FTER a careful Survey of what 1 


have written on this Subject, I can 
t one Difficulty of any Importance 
ending it, Perhaps ſome Friend may riſe 
up here, and object, That the whole Streſe 
ind Weight of my Argument againſt the 


ſufficient Obligation to Vertue, erifing from 
the mere Fitneſs of Things, reſts and turns 
8 82 the 2 of di- 
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upon this fl 
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oiple of Self: Self-love to-the'S 


is it abſolutely certain, that God Will te- 


wird every Man's Vertue ? And! if | heidoe. 


to my Argument, even the known Will ad 
Command of God, though joined withithe 
t am nag. 
ent Obligation upon vs to practiſe Vertus: 
For the Will of God (which really and in 
Truth ſhould give the higheſt Obligations 
the Rules of Vertue) will be as much ſo- 
this ſame Pri- 
diple of Self · love and Self. felicitation, as 
chat which ariſes from the |. Fitneſs of 
Things: And thus, if God be not 4 Re- 
warder of Vertue, Philedon will be indul- 
in all Manner of pleaſant Vices ftill ; 
tho the known Will of God fotbids him. 
This Objection, as plauſible as it a P 
I chink may may be anſwered theſe two WA. 
Asſiber 1. The Will of God in command 
ing Vertue, and the Will'of God to reward 
it, ought never to be ſeparated. The Equity 
and Goodneſs of God join'd together, ineli 
him to conſult the Kapp ineſs of his C4 
tutes as well as his owt wh Viva: im the Ob- 
ligations which he lays*apon chem 10/'Vet- 
tue or Piety. He has inſeparably united bur 
Duty and our beſt Intereſt: And therdlore, 
though the Will of God, made known to 
Man, is a juſt Obligation on Man do obey it; 
yot lincs God — mingled n 
, reme 


tenſe and ſupt roof Defire of Hip ſy in 
our Compoſition, he wilt provide Jome'Sa- 
faction for it in the Way of Obadi ience or 
Vertue. Since God has in t in dur 
Frame ſuch active Principles: us” Hope and 
Fear of gaining or loſing this Happineſs, 
there is abundant” Reaſon; from the Light 
of Nature, to conclude; That he did fot 
make all theſe fupretnie Paſionvabous Hap- 
ineſs in vain ; nor to obſtruct our Vertue, 
— to encourage and promote it; and con- 
ſequently that he will” de a enen s 
ell an a Compmarddratf tes + OY US Vi 
If St. Paul may be cited dere, theinos the 
lame Mind, Heb. xi. 6. He tbat cometh unto 
Ged, l. e, with a Holy Refolition to do his 
Will, muſt believe that be is, -and-that be i. 
: Rewar-der of thoſe who! diligently *Jeek him. 
To live a Liſe of Obedience to — Win 
and Fruſt in his Goodneſs, with the Faith 
and Hope of divine Rewards, this is the ge- 
deral Idea of the Region of Man both be- 
fore and ſince the Fall, both Natural and 
Reveal d; Do this, and thou'ſhalt live! Re- 
pent, and your Sins ſball be blotted oute Be- 
| Py and 97 * Oy: and zer Nit be 
ο,õ oM. 0 f 
Shall it ** aid e But for aner Wes us 
ſuppoſe it, That God may give ſelf-denying 
and hard Commands without any Reaſon to 
expect a Reward; Do not theſe Commands = 
arry ſufficient Reaſon to oblige a Creature 
to obey ? And what if I ſhould anſwer, No, 
E 3 they 


** Lou wil * 1 vary 
abſurd, That che Will of God, Which ct. 
ries the an ſhould not ſuſ- 
ficicstly bind a Creature. baniwer, ( Ti 
Pugs we higheſt Obligation where, all -Hope 
of Rewardi is cut off. But, (2); What if 
be an abſurd Thing. That the Will of God 
commandiog does not ſufficiently gbliget- If 
you will foroe upon me abſurd and ingo: 
ſiſtent Suppoſitions, why ſhould you expect 
any Thing: but abſurd: N 95 807 

.+1 copfeſs-chere have = ame myſic, Nis 
vines. and ſome Exthufaſt is 
fifts; who have ſrtew d up. Be Notigns of 
Vertue to ſuch Sublimigicy,' theg We gte 
- bound,to-pradtiſe alli the Will of; God hr ſtea- 
dily, under the longeſt and War peſt. Trials 
and maſt ſelf-denying Inſtangee, | Mighave 
any Regard to Rewards ar Punſchmentzz 07 
even if there were no ſuch Things There 
have been alſo ſome Deiſis who have ge. 
proached Cbriſtianity as à mere d 
mercenary Thing. becauſe of rhe Rewsd 
and. Puniſbments it propaſes; and bers 
maintained that true Vertue Would be pra- 
ctiſed by che ſole Motive of its own Tational 
Excellency oy en i. e. the Fe 
| of 3 1 Ai 4.21 4b 8 | 
the ee hal a0 2. the 5 
ho gs nk} i r EVE inne | 
is not n of cus ; Remark Fon © Thr og 
ſite Extrepues of Error in departing far the Truth, met 


again in one and the ſame whe Miele, ax. That true Ver- 
tue or Fu * have no ord. #0 Roviards or * 
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V, eaten . Reaſon. e 
Tis ol Things, even Without the Hope, of Rer 
pe ward; but, in my Opinion, this. ſeems not 
ir o be the Religion of Mex on Barth, but of 
od hows A NN Beings, if ſuch chere be, WBW 
It | ; Abraham, and Mygſes,.and 
m- Poul and —— Chrift himſelf on Earth, bad 
0 det to che heavenly Country; the. Recom- | 
ee Reward,; the Priær of tbe hub Gal- 
"= IK theCeoun l eee. aud ch {0 
e was ſet. n he Epiſtles 
z of to the Corinthians, ta the. Fame * 
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nappy Men, theſe ancient Philoſophers ! they | 
of Vertue — F 51 which gien Reaſon 

vor were they acquain 

Faith and Holineſs — args . * 

Writers who raiſe their Rules and their 84 Pie Pee 

ligh, as to require that we muſt be content ty 

Cod and his Word have never Nor d 

der demand us to ſay, We would live in the Perfecti 

perſevere in the ſame ſtri& Self-denial and Patience, both in 

Duties and in Sufferings, if there were no preſent or future Re 

wr the Language of the Prophets, or Apoſtles, or of Tot 

Haglan Tao Fol A'S fo un 


nes, is ſtill a ſufficient Rewar th 
hot this 

night ſu ſt or ex tyue God 
ty. Sik ſu perde n __ 
Nor can I forbear to make this Inference 
nn 3 — ire 

44 Ser 
of Zeal for God, the ſame Mortifcatiom of A 
compences, no Heaven and no Hell. s is not the Senſe 


mothy, 


dave the fame Succeſs. and Event. Non 


aha the — * of 
ae runs always ip this Serain; = 1 
ſeem to be che Senſe of the Bulk ef Man. 
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